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Abstract:

Heat waves are a public health concern in Australia and unprecedented heat waves have been recorded in
Adelaide over recent years. The aim of this study was to examine the perception and attitudes towards heat
waves in the context of climate change among a group of residents in Adelaide, an Australian city with a
temperate climate. A cross-sectional study was conducted in the summer of 2012 among a sample of 267
residents. The results of the survey found that television (89.9%), radio (71.2%), newspapers (45.3%) were
the main sources from which respondents received information about heat waves. The majority of the
respondents (73.0%) followed news about heat waves very or somewhat closely. About 26.6% of the
respondents were extremely or very concerned about the effects of heat waves on them personally. The
main issues that were of personal concern for respondents during a heat wave were their personal comfort
(60.7%), their garden (48.7%), and sleeping well (47.6%). Overall, respondents were more concerned about
the impacts of heat waves to the society than on themselves. There was a significant association between
gender (chi(2) Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European
Communicable Disease Bulletin) 21.2, df Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies
Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 3, p Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur
Les Maladies Transmissibles; European Communicable Disease Bulletin) 0.000), gross annual household
income (p Euro Surveillance (Bulletin Europeen Sur Les Maladies Transmissibles; European
Communicable Disease Bulletin) 0.03) and concern for the societal effects of heat waves. Less than half
(43.2%) of the respondents believed that heat waves will extremely or very likely increase in Adelaide
according to climate projections. Nearly half (49.3%) believed that the effects of heat waves were already
being felt in Adelaide. These findings may inform the reframing and communication strategies for heat
waves in Adelaide in the context of climate change.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3564128   
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Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change
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audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Temperature

Temperature: Extreme Heat

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact, Mental Health/Stress, Other Health Impact

Other Health Impact: well-being; societal health

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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